Oedipus Discussion Questions

1. Discuss the skill with which Sophocles builds suspense and intrigue throughout the play.

2. Discuss Sophocles’ numerous references to sight as a symbol of seeing and knowing the truth. (Look at speeches of Teiresias and Oedipus)

3. Discuss Oedipus as a tragic hero.

4. Discuss the role of the two messengers in Oedipus.

5. Trace the action of Oedipus by commenting on the structure of the episodes. (Focus on divisions of the play)

6. Sketch character portraits o Iocaste, Teiresias, and the shepherd. Discuss their roles and comment on their relationships to Oedipus.

7. Discuss the purpose of Oedipus blinding himself and its relationship to the theme of Oedipus. (Blindness at the beginning of the play.)

8. Discuss the role of the Chorus. Cite specific examples of its “ideal spectator” function in commenting on the action. Consider the relationship between the odes and the episodes, as well as the contents of the odes themselves.

9. Discuss Sophocles use of the legend of Oedipus to express the theme, “man’s fate determines his destiny.”

10. Explain irony and paradox as major literary devices in Oedipus, eg Teiresias, though blind, is a seer. Oedipus is really seeking himself. Cite at least four other uses of the devices.

11. Several image chains run throughout Oedipus Rex. Cite several examples of each of the following and show how each series of images is integrated with the theme of the play.

(a) ship metaphors and harbor haven symbolism

(b) metaphors of vision of blindness

(c) hunting and tracking metaphors
