The English Department of Cerritos High School would like to congratulate you on successfully completing the first three years of your high school career. As you know, the next year in A.P. English will be academically challenging and very time consuming.  You will continue your in-depth study of language, writing, literature, and critical thinking to prepare for the A.P. exam and, more importantly, for further studies at the university level.

In an effort to better prepare you for the exam and college studies, we are asking you to read assigned works of literary merit or works that provide the specific and necessary literary/cultural background for later studies. (As junior high students and freshmen you read Greek and Roman mythology.) On the first day of class this fall, you will submit an individually compiled glossary of Biblical allusions. In addition to your Bible dictionary, you will be given a list of literary terms that you must define and know for a matching test. You must also read Death of a Salesman and A Raisin in the Sun (these can be found in your DiYanni text) and be prepared to complete tests and/or essays on both works. The list of terms and a study guide (not required) will be available in L-6 starting today.

The required readings for the students are selections from Biblical literature. Full understanding of many great literary works depends on the students’ ability to interpret the Biblical allusions in these classical and contemporary writings. For example, Mark Twain alludes to Moses in the bulrushes in Chapter two of Huckleberry Fin, and students must know the biblical story of Moses’ life to enjoy fully the humor and social satire behind Twain’s allusion. To illustrate further, one must understand Christ motifs, Judeo-Christian values and themes, and Biblical characters and symbols to comprehend fully the meanings of works such as The Great Gatsby, The Crucible, The Grapes of Wrath, Hamlet, Tartuffe, Their Eyes Were Watching God, and many other poems, essays, plays, novels, and short stories.

NOTE: UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES ARE WE ATTEMPTING TO PROSELTYIZE. The objective of this reading assignment is to enrich student’s understanding of and interpretive skills with the great literature of western civilization. It is also to prepare them for the A.P. exam whose makers expect students taking the test to be familiar with the Bible and recognize Biblical allusions in the passages in the exam.

*If you have any questions, please call Mr. Varieur at ext. 6246

**The DiYanni Literature Text can be purchased from former students or at Cypress College.
