Attendance/Truancy

•
All students are expected to be in class and participating in curricular activities for the entire class period.


•
When a student is not present within 15 minutes of the start of the class, he or she is considered absent.


•
According to California Education Code, a parent or legal guardian may excuse a student from class. This must be done within 72 hours of the absence or the student will be considered truant. The 24-hour attendance hot line is 562-924-3336.


•
If a student wishes to be excused from class for official school business, he/she must bring a signed request from the staff member supervising the absence (field trip form, athletic contest, note, etc.) to the teacher of the class he/she will miss before he/she misses the class. In the event of truancy, the teacher is not required to allow the student to make up any school assignments related to that truancy.


•
If a student becomes ill during the school day or wishes to leave campus, he/she must report to the attendance office. If it is determined he/she should go home, the office must confirm contact with his/her parents or designated emergency contact and receive permission before the student can leave campus. A note verifying permission to leave will be issued and the student may leave at the designated time. Students who use cell phones for permission or do not follow the above procedure will be considered truant because he/she left campus without permission.  This truancy may not be cleared.

Tardies (per semester): 



•
A student is tardy when he/she is not in a seat in class at the 1st bell to begin class. 


•
In an attempt to get students to class on time, administrators and/or (SIA) Student Intervention Assistants (SIAs) may stop students in a “Tardy Sweep” or “Super Sweeps” if they are not in class at the bell.  In addition to the below consequence assigned by the classroom teacher, the student may be assigned a detention.

 
•
The only way to excuse a tardy is for a student to have a note (with the student’s name, date and time) signed by a staff member. It is up to the classroom teacher to accept the excuse. Since tardies disrupt the educational environment and affect the classroom teacher directly, parents cannot excuse tardies.

•
An absence is recorded if a student is more than 15 minutes late to class.

•• Consequences:

1st Action

Student notified by teacher, possible teacher consequence.


2nd Action

Student notified by teacher, possible teacher consequence.

3rd Action

Student notified by teacher, possible teacher consequence.

4th Action

Student notified by teacher, possible teacher consequence.


5th Action

Parent notified by teacher and 1 hour school detention.

6th Action

Referral to counselor and 1 hour detention.

7th Action

Pre-SART and 1 hour detention


8th Action

School Attendance Review Team and Saturday School


9th Action

Saturday School and Referral to School Attendance Review Board
