PERSONAL/COLLEGE ESSAY RUBRIC
WRITER'S NAME:  _____________________________________________________________

                                                                          (CREATE A 5TH COLUMN FOR OUTSTANDING)

	Content
1.     Starts with an engaging introduction and draws the reader in; uses an exceptional and/or original approach to topic with rich, supporting details that show the significance, not tell. OPENS WITH A HOOK?
	Weak
	Fair
	Good
	Strong 

	2.      Focuses on a specific, well-defined topic – your world-(family, school, community) or an accomplishment, experience, talent, trait, or idea
	
	
	
	

	3.      Tells an interesting story and elaborates with specific, vivid images and examples- with rich, supporting details that show the significance, not tell.
	
	
	
	

	4. Is it clear to the audience why this personal statement was written? Is it clear what you are sharing about yourself or a certain situation? Does it reveal something about you? Explains why the topic is important to the you-Why it makes you proud? How it has shaped your goals? Clearly show who are you NOW?=THESIS

	
	
	
	

	5.      Ends with a satisfying conclusion-closure is powerful and doesn’t summarize essay, restate the opening or regurgitate the prompt


	
	
	
	


	Organization
6.     Follows a coherent pattern of organization (beginning, middle, end); Smooth and logical; it flows seamlessly; Order of ideas is engaging and fully

 developed. (reasons for paragraphs)

	Weak
	Fair
	Good
	Strong

	7.      Demonstrates proper and effective paragraphing-topic sentences with supporting details related to topic sentence and thesis
	
	
	
	

	8.      Uses transitional words/phrases to maintain coherence and sequence within & between paragraphs
	
	
	
	


	Style
9.     Uses a vivid, precise vocabulary and diction that is appropriate for the essay's audience
	Weak
	Fair
	Good
	Strong

	10.     Uses a variety of clear, correct sentence structure- Holds reader’s attention throughout.  Easy to read aloud.

	
	
	
	

	11.     Written with an authentic "voice" that conveys the personality of the writer- Voice is engaging, expressive, & sincere.  

Commitment to topic shown throughout.  Gives strong sense of “who you are.”

active voice, verbs over adjectives, no clichés
	
	
	
	


	Conventions
12.     Contains no more than one or two minor errors in grammar or usage
	Weak
	Fair
	Good
	Strong

	13.     Contains no more than one or two minor errors in spelling, capitalization or punctuation-Writing represents consistent command of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage, and syntax. Errors do not distract from the overall fluency of the composition.
	
	
	
	

	14.     Essay is typed neatly, with adequate margins and complete heading-Does not exceed the maximum word limit.
	
	
	
	


EVALUATOR'S NAME ____________________________________

OVERALL GRADE:  ____________________

SUGGESTIONS:

