E 405

Personal Statement Rubric and Rationale
Originality





_____ / 5

Voice






_____ / 5

Punctuation / Grammar / Spelling


_____ / 5

Clear Purpose




_____ / 5

Style






_____ / 5

Relativity to Prompt




_____ / 5

Overall





_____ / 20

Originality – How do you approach your prompt? Are you the only one who can write this? Are you conveying a unique message about yourself?

Voice – Does it sound like you? Do you sound like a 17- or 18-year-old who respects the college admissions process? Does it sound like you are interested and enthusiastic about the college?

Punctuation / Grammar / Spelling – Does your essay have any glaring grammar mistakes that would distract the reader from your main points? Remember, even subtle mistakes like a misplaced comma can make an impact on the impression you make, especially if you would like to be an English major. 

Clear Purpose – Is it clear to the audience why this personal statement was written? Is it clear what you are sharing about yourself or a certain situation? Does it reveal something about you?

Style – Are your sentences repetitive or do they always start with the same word or phrase? Have you been specific in your word choice? Are your ideas and thoughts expressed clearly? Do you avoid clichés? 
Relativity to Prompt – Are you addressing what the school wants you to address? Are you answering their question to you? *** NOTE the difference between a personal statement, a professional statement, and a goal statement. What are these differences?

Overall – Is this paper worthy of being sent to a college? Does it show maximum effort and thought? 
