Peer Editing: Paper 4 (Research/Analysis of Drama)

1. What is the purpose of the paper?

2. Identify the thesis?

3. Does the thesis have the subject and the purpose? (The what and why or how?)

4. Does the intro give appropriate background info?  Author, times, brief summary of plot? Any interesting facts?  See “Araby” essay sample to see coherence and unity in intro.

5. Could the thesis be more specific? How?

6. Any suggestions to help improve intro?

7. How well do the body paragraphs flow? Transitions-each one & within each paragraph? 

8. Are the logical and coherent? Do they jump from one idea to another?

9. Is the tone authoritative? No “I’s” in the essay? Is the diction appropriate?  Is there variety in sentence structure?

10. How well is each statement supported? Are counterarguments refuted? Convincing?

11. Are the quotes explained with adequate and insightful commentary? Is it helpful?

12. Does the research quoted relate to the topic of each paragraph? 

13. Does it follow logically and further support the focus of that paragraph?

14. Is the research understandable? If not, make the writer paraphrase the quote. Does it make sense? Does it flow with the same verb tense and sentence structure?  Don’t be fooled by the appearance, some quotes don’t follow logically or relate to the topic at all.

15. Is the quoted research followed by commentary?  Is the commentary insightful? Does it relate back to the topic sentence and thesis?

16. Are the quotations cited correctly?  Are the quotation marks and periods in the proper place? “_______________________” ( author #). Are quotes of 3 lines or more indented with no quotations and the period before the parenthesis?  Holt and Griffith.

17. Look at each body paragraph and write down the main topic or focus of each.  How many quotes from the text and research support the focus?  Does it need more? Less?  Is there a variety of sources cited or does all support come from the same research article?

18. Are the sources well integrated into the essay?  Does the essay rely too heavily on one source?  Does the research add anything to the paper? It should provide original insight and in depth analysis.  If the research doesn’t add anything-it’s not good research and will only hurt your paper. 

19. Does the conclusion restate the thesis and summarize the main points?  

20. Are you left with any questions or problems? Do you feel that certain areas, elements, issues or sections relating to the topic were left out or not addressed? Where?

21. Best part? Weakest? Changes? Learn anything? SEE RUBRICS AND GRADE 1-6

