Fournier – AP Literature



Syntax as a Literary Device

Syntax: The ordering of words into meaningful verbal patterns such as phrases, clauses, and sentences.
Source: “Glossary of Literary Terms.” Meyer Literature. Bedford St. Martin’s. 14 Nov. 2009 <http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/literature/bedlit/glossary_p.htm.>
What do you need to know about sentence structure in order to write about how syntax might contribute to the meaning of a passage?
Phrase vs. Clause

Phrase: A related group of words that is missing either a subject or a verb (or both).
· Phrases serve a variety of purposes in 
in a sentence.

· See page 3 of handout for specifics.
Clause: A related group of words that contains both a subject and a verb.

Independent Clauses: 
· Can stand alone as a sentence. 
· Can be connected to a dependent clause.

· Can be more than one in a sentence.
Dependent Clauses (also called Subordinate):
· Cannot stand alone as a sentence.
· MUST be connected to an independent clause.

· Can be more than one dependent clause per independent clause.

Dependent (subordinate) clauses begin with subordinate conjunctions (words that join). These conjunctions establish a relationship between the dependent and independent clause.  Because the conjunction creates a relationship, the choice of conjunction must be precise.



Page 1 Summary: You need to be able to
1. define syntax

2. identify a phrase and a clause. To do this, you need to know what subjects and predicates (verbs) are.

3. determine if a clause is independent or dependent (subordinate)

4. identify the relationship the subordinate conjunction creates between the dependent and the independent clause.
5. evaluate the effectiveness of the conjunction choice 
Types of Sentences
Simple Sentence: 
A sentence with ONE independent clause and NO dependent clauses.
Simple Sentence: Compound Subject:
 One independent clause, but has more than one subject.
Simple Sentence: Compound Predicate (Verb): 
One independent clause with one or more verbs.
Simple Sentence: Compound Subject and Compound Verb: One independent clause that has more than one subject and more than one verb.

Compound Sentence: A sentence with two independent clauses.

Complex Sentence: One independent clause and one or more dependent clauses.

Compound-Complex Sentence: Two independent clauses with at least one dependent clause.
Page 2 Summary: You need to be able to
1. identify a sentence by its type – which means being able to identify its clauses.

2. recognize the pattern of sentence types in a given passage.

3. evaluate how sentence pattern variation (or lack of it) contributes to the overall effect (tone or meaning) of a passage.
What else would be helpful for you to know about grammar and usage in order to write even more effectively about syntax?

Background Terms and Ideas to Deepen Your Syntax Analysis
Basic Sentence Elements
1. Parts of Speech: 
a. Noun

b. Pronoun

c. Verb

d. Adjective

e. Adverb

f. Conjunction

g. Preposition

h. Interjection

2. Functions of Parts of Speech

a. Subject

b. Predicate (verb)

c. Direct Object

d. Indirect Object

e. Subject Complement

f. Predicate Nominative (noun) 

g. Predicate Adjective
h. Appostive

Types of Phrases
1. Participial

2. Verbal

3. Infinitive

4. Prepositional

5. Gerund (sometime “gerundive” – terrible word IMHO)

Punctuation
1. period 
2. comma

3. semi-colon

4. colon

5. dash
6. ellipsis

7. parentheses

8. apostrophes

9. brackets

10. quotation marks
Other

1. Modifiers
2. Case

3. Parallel Structures

4. Active/Passive Voice

Resources for self-directed learning:

· “Guide to Grammar and Writing” http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/
Look at “Word and Sentence Level” – just about everything mentioned in this handout is addressed on the site. There are also over 170 interactive quizzes and great PowerPoint presentations.
· The Owl at Purdue: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
Click on “Grammar and Mechanics” on the navigation bar to the right. Select the topic you want to explore. There are also great resources here for Literary Analysis.

There are many others, but these are two great places to start.
What might a prompt about syntax look like? What kinds of specific questions about grammar and syntax might appear on a multiple choice activity?

Sample Prompt: Write an essay in which you discuss how word choice, imagery, phrasing, and sentence structure reveal the tone of the passage. 
    Coketown, to which Messrs Bounderby and Gragrind now walked, was a triumph of fact; it had no greater taint of fancy in it than Mrs. Gragrind herself. Let us strike the key-note, Coketown, before pursuing our tune. 

    It was a town of red brick, or of brick that would have been red if the smoke and ashes had allowed it; but as matters stood, it was a town of unnatural red and black like the painted face of a savage. It was a town of machinery and tall chimneys, out of which interminable serpents of smoke trailed themselves for ever and ever, and never got uncoiled. It had a black canal in it, and a river that ran purple with ill-smelling dye, and vast piles of building full of windows where there was a rattling and a trembling all day long, and where the piston of the steam-engine worked monotonously up and down, like the head of an elephant in a state of melancholy madness. It contained several large streets all very like one another, and many small streets still more like one another, inhabited by people equally like one another, who all went in and out at the same hours, with the same sound upon the same pavements, to do the same work, and to whom every day was the same as yesterday and to-morrow, and every year the counterpart of the last and the next. 

    These attributes of Coketown were in the main inseparable from the work by which it was sustained; against them were to be set off, comforts of life which found their way all over the world, and elegancies of life which made, we will not ask how much of the fine lady, who could scarcely bear to hear the place mentioned. The rest of its features were voluntary, and they were these. 

    You saw nothing in Coketown but what was severely workful. If the members of a religious persuasion built a chapel there - as the members of eighteen religious persuasions had done - they made it a pious warehouse of red brick, with sometimes (but this is only in highly ornamental examples) a bell in a birdcage on the top of it. The solitary exception was the New Church; a stuccoed edifice with a square steeple over the door, terminating in four short pinnacles like florid wooden legs. All the public inscriptions in the town were painted alike, in severe characters of black and white. The jail might have been the infirmary, the infirmary might have been the jail, the town-hall might have been either, or both, or anything else, for anything that appeared to the contrary in the graces of their construction. Fact, fact, fact, everywhere in the material aspect of the town; fact, fact, fact, everywhere in the immaterial. The M'Choakumchild school was all fact, and the school of design was all fact, and the relations between master and man were all fact, and everything was fact between the lying-in hospital and the cemetery, and what you couldn't state in figures, or show to be purchaseable in the cheapest market and saleable in the dearest, was not, and never should be, world without end, Amen 

Sample MC Question
I dreaded that first Robin, so,

But He is mastered, now,

I'm accustomed to Him grown,

He hurts a little, though --

I thought If I could only live
(5)
Till that first Shout got by --

Not all Pianos in the Woods

Had power to mangle me --

I dared not meet the Daffodils --

For fear their Yellow Gown
(10)
Would pierce me with a fashion

So foreign to my own --

I wished the Grass would hurry --

So -- when 'twas time to see --

He'd be too tall, the tallest one
(15)
Could stretch -- to look at me --

I could not bear the Bees should come,

I wished they'd stay away

In those dim countries where they go,

What word had they, for me?

(20)
They're here, though; not a creature failed --

No Blossom stayed away

In gentle deference to me --

The Queen of Calvary --

Each one salutes me, as he goes,

(25)
And I, my childish Plumes,

Lift, in bereaved acknowledgment

Of their unthinking Drums –
Emily Dickinson

1862
Grammatically, the word “Plumes” (line 26) functions as

(A) the direct object of “goes” (line 25)

(B) the appositive for “I” (line 26)

(C) the direct object of “Lift” (line 27)
(D) the indirect object of “Lift” (line 27)
Nick is ready for a vacation.


Brandon did his homework early.


Dan gave us all candy.





Because Holly was late.


After Mrs. Fournier planned the lesson.


When Katherine is ready.








I went to Pizza Fina.


There was an accident on Warren Street.


Lucy bought candy bars.





Sam and Abby wrote excellent papers.


Meghan and Alex will give speeches today.


Ben, Cote, and Jimmy got into a political argument.





Ella danced and sang.


Mike joked and teased loudly.


John Stack directed and produced the film.





Veronica opened the discussion, and she later provided the closing remarks.


The Tide won the game, but they did not take the conference.


The class members studied the material; they knew it would be on the test.


The class members studied the material; however, it was not on the test.








Dependent Clause





Independent Clause





Nicole and Ian ran to the store and bought candy.


Heather Diversi and Danielle Hirshberg completed their work and earned an A.


Jameyanne and Sophie found the hidden treasure and became famous.








Because Coach Grierson wasn't feeling well, she decided to call off practice.


Practice was called off because Coach Grierson wasn’t feeling well.


The students aced the test on sentence structure after they had spent days studying.


After they had spent days studying, the students aced the test on sentence structure.





Because I wanted the new book, I saved my money and I borrowed the rest.


Frank went to school, but Richard remained at home because he had a sore throat.


If he changes his mind, we shall know for sure that Nea has learned her lesson, but only time will tell.


The bell is about to ring; we should hurry before we run out of time.





If you were serious about wanting to know about diagramming sentences, check out the first resource below. Choose “Diagramming Sentences” under “Word and Sentence Level.” Watch the PowerPoint.





to the student center


over the catwalk


Because of the schedule
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